REGILDING THE CRESCENT
and beaten for centuries, the ingredients still
refuse to mix. The latest recipe dispenses with
the stirring and beating, and there is some
prospect that Europe may find the result
more digestible.
Passing reference was made in the previous
chapter to the decentralisation programme of
Prince Sabaheddin, and few, who dispassionately
contemplate the centrifugal races and religions
of the Balkans, will entertain the least doubt
that some day, perhaps when the affairs of
Empire are more settled, decentralisation will
have to come. Indeed, it is expressly provided
for in the Constitution, of which Article 108 is
worded thus:
" The system of provincial administration shall
be based on the principle of a far-reaching
decentralisation . . ." &c.
Turkey is not, of course, the only country
peopled by many races or torn by rival religions.
The rulers of India have to keep the peace
between nearly fifty different races, subdivided
into approximately two thousand castes, speaking
one hundred and fifty languages, and professing
nine different creeds. The Far West also bears
some resemblance to the Near East, but progress
counts for more than tradition in the New
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